WATCH   ON   THE   RHIXE
sing search for a Peace Plan. The questions, carefully and
cleverly framed as they were, in their reference to Hitler's
proposals, reduced themselves to one practical issue: Does
Germany intend to enter into and keep any treaty in future,
or are her past repudiations the precedent on which she will
act? It was virtually impossible for Hitler to give a frank
reply to this, or even to admit the need to do so. Peace would
have to await a bigger gesture than Eden's questionnaire
before it -would re-enter the deserted halls of Europe.
On 21 st May Eden saw the King again; it was rumoured,
in an effort to get him to receive the exiled Haile Selassie.
Mr. Compton Mackenzie, in a painstaking attempt to at-
tribute to Edward VIII a political importance he did not have
time to attain, goes so far as to claim that Edward, by his
refusal to fall in with Eden's wishes, helped to keep the peace
in spite of his Foreign Secretary. Such an interpretation is, of
course, grotesque. It is possible, no doubt, that Eden would
have liked royal sympathy for the Emperor's dilemma, so
largely the outcome of his faith in Britain's word and inten-
tions—royal recognition for the cause Haile Selassie still
represented; but it was never an issue of primary importance.
It was Eden's constitutional duty to keep his King informed
of the international situation. The King was a restless man
who liked to think he was in the know. As for Haile Selassie,
peace and war did not depend on the etiquette surrounding
kings in exile. Eden called on htm in due course and spent
twenty minutes with him, during which rime the Emperor
pathetically thanked Mm for all that he had done in the
Ethiopian cause. There was, however, no discussion of
opinions on the general Abyssinian situation.
Eden had done his best to relieve the pathos, and had
donned a grey top-hat: but black would have been more be-
coming. The previous week he had received Grandi at the
Foreign Office, and during an informal talk was believed to
have discussed possible improvements in the present relations
of Italy with other League Powers still imposing sanctions.
319

